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YOU JUST WON 25 GRANLY ONE YEAR—CATUSE T SEEEING TO UNDERSTAND

Plus 10 Grand a Year CELEBRATE MENTAL HEALTH

Say you just won a prize worth
25,000 imitially and an extra
£10,000 per year for four years.
wWell, the patrons of the Needham
Free Public Library won that prize.
Last year, Friends of the Needham
Public Library funded an inno-
vative program to supplement the
library's budget, specifically for
printer and copier services.
Working with librarians and
outside vendors, a group of
Friends, led by Stuart Chandler,
put together the program to lease
new printers and copiers, and to
install stored value cards and a
coin tower. The service makes it
easier for patrons and librarians
alike to print from the library's
computers and to make copies of
borrowed and personal material.

Startup and maintenance

The Friends' cash outlay was an
upfront capital expenditure of
§25,000 to get the equipment
installed in time for the opening of
our renovated library. The Friends
also pay annual expenses of about
$10,000 per year as part of the
four-year contract, The fees
charged are more than compe-
titive, and they are only priced to
allow the Friends to break even on
ﬂ!’.l]'l'l.]ﬂ.] EI]'.IET.IEEE\.

What's in your wallet?

The Friends closely monitor the
program, evaluating it to make
improvements and ensure its
future svailabality. Further,
Friends’ treasurer Keith McClel-
land dutifully manages the nitty
gritty aspects of the program, such
as collecting and depositing the
coins and keeping the machines

continued on last page

Celebration of the Needham Free
Public Library's first birthday on
March 31 in the Community Room
gtraddled the memorahble dates of
the opening of the new and renc-
vated building in 2006. The public
entered after ribbon cutting on
March 17. Dedication Weekend
took place on April 1and 2.

From 3:00 to 4:30 p.m., the
Library Foundation of Needham
(LFN), sponsor of the festive event,
welcomed birthday guests ranging
from carrier-age to the who's-
counting category. The birthday
cake was decorated with the com-
memorative design from the
birthday invitation sent townwide
by the LFN. Roche Brothers
generously donated cakes, serving
supplies, and hottled water, all very
much appreciated. Balloon artist
Mr. K delighted children with
creations to match their whims.

Some adventures of Winnie the
Pooh played on the plasma TV
screen, while a laptop computer
ran video about the library's
rainwater recovery system. The
Library Foundation displayed
mementoes of other features and
programs that it has supported or
sponsored. Take-aways included
library-themed activities, and
information about the Library and
the LFN. Here is an excerpt from
the Trivia Quiz: 7 1 Where is
the smallest reading room in the
Library? Another question and
some Fun Facts are on page 2. &

Read about

Book zale & Committees, page 2
Fill in
A Friend-ly Crossword, page 3

When it comes to mental health,
there are often more questions
than answers. On Monday, April
30 at 7:30 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room, the Friends invite
the public to a three-part seminar
conducted by graduate students in
the Division of Medical Sciences at

‘Harvard University. They belong to

Science in the News [SITN), a |
nonprofit group run entirely by
graduate students, Its goal is to
raise the level of scientific literacy
within the general public. The
expertise of the presenters at this
seminar is in biology. They
encourage questions and dis-
eusgsion, with the understanding
that they are not physicians, and
do not provide medical advice,

In Your Mind or Your Brain?

The introductory topic covers
how the brain functions and
communicates, how we can study
mental illness, and the difficulties
in studying it. Presenter Sandra
Chow is a fourth year graduate
student at Harvard Medical Schoal.
She is investigating axon regen-
eration as applied to spinal cord
injury. Her B.5. degree in Biology
from M.LT. includes a minor in
Brain and Cognitive Sciences, and
a minor in Music.

Schizophrenia

The lecture on schizophrenia
focuses on what is known about the
biological underpinnings of this
widely misunderstood disorder. To
a lesser extent, it provides an over-
view of how physicians currently
diagnose schizophrenia, and the
opticns for patient treatment,
Presenter Kelly Dakin is a third

continued on page 3



FRIEN]}S’ GALLERY

== APRIL
“What Else It Is,” Photography of
Eric Myrvaagnes

»=» MAY

Creative Works by Needham High
School Students
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WINTER SALE YIELDS COLD CASH

Sales from the event held on February 3 and 4 totaled
£9,318. This is second only to the Blowout Book Sale, our
2003 finale in the old library. The snap of cold weather
encouraged indoor pursuits, with reading apparently
high on the list.

Book sale volunteer coodinators Robin
Buratowski and Jane Swett join book sale chair Greg
Shesko in saying “Thank you™ to all who contributed
their time and talent for the event; Bill Bacon, Lois
Bacon, Bruce Barnett, Barbara Bergguist, Ray Bigelow,
Jan Bowen, Stuart Chandler, Kit Copley, Barbara Cusack,
Ann DerMarderosian, Joan Dimond, Bob Dole, Pat
Ferrone, Jeanne Gerber, Joe Gerber, Charlotte
Goodman, Tom Harkins, Olivia Hurlock, Sandra Jaszek,
Judi Lasser, and Lorri Lofvers.

Also, Barbara Lovely, Carol Lucibella, Keith
MeClelland, Lynne MeClelland, Jim Maguire, Catherine
Marenghi, David Mecsas, Gwen Mecsas, Beth Miller,
Doug Olsen, Laurie Perkins, Erna Place, Sally Powers,
Domenic Prato, Eileen Prato, Shirley Pratt, Susan
Renaud, Susan Richman, Dawn Ringel, Dawn
Rosenberg, Eileen Ryan, John Ryan, Jim Saum, Kalpana
Shah, Harriet Silverman, Fred Slater, Sam Stern, Chet
Swett, Alex Verschoor-Kirss, Rein Verschoor-Kirss,
Kathy Walsh, Eleanor Weekes, Gloria Welter, Sue Young,
Peter Zheutlin, and John Zukowski.

Moving the donations along on a daily basis, as
well as at the beginning and end of sales, are Angel
Lopez, Ray Cranton, and Howard Egerton. We thank our
custedians and the forbearing library staff for their
support. We express “Thanks” onee again to Sudbury
Farms and Trader Joe's for supplying those brown bags
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MEMBERSHIP MEMOS

Greetings to more new members of the Friends in the
first quarter of the year! They include Susan Hazell,
Dorothy Quirk, Lynne Rachlis, and Christine Tetreault.
Prospective members are assured that memberships are
welcome throughout the year,

Late payment of dues is always preferable to
nonpayment, which ultimately results in being dropped
from the roster. (You're in good form if your mailing
label indicates 10/07.)

CHANNELING IDEAS INTO ACTION
Program commitiee seeks involved members

Of all the Friends’ contributions to the community
through the Library, which have endured the longest?
Book sales? Actually, no. Predating the first book sale in
October 1973 were several programs offered to the public
at no charge. Whether in ﬂmm%r d Community Room, no
Community Room, or the new Community Room,
Friends' programs ‘have drawn audiences on topics as
wide-ranging as the collections in the Library itself,

Planning for Friends-sponsored programs in
2007-2008 is under way with the formation of a small
committee, This activity involves more than generation
of ideas; volunteers follow through by contacting
presenters and arranging the details of a program.
Committee members work closely with the librarian
responsible for programs scheduled in the Community
Room. The committee chair provides updates to the
Friends' president and board of directors.

If you are interested in learning more about the
Friends’ program committee, please contact the outgoing
committee chair, Lynne Stern: lynnestern@juno.com or
TE1-444-8902.

Friends’ representative joins new commitiee

Last Spring, the Children's Department Study Com-
mittee, established by the library trustees, conducted a
SUIVEY. ﬁmuﬁme implemented recommendations is a
six-member Children’s Department Advisory Committee.
The representative to the committee from the board of
Friends of the Library is Sue Richman. Members are also
drawn from the Library Foundation of Needham, the
Needham Education Foundation, and a parent from each
of the following groups: pre-school, grades K-2, and









